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Shane Campbell Gallery is pleased to announce the exhibition Interior Address: 
Paintings by Alex Olson (Notes by M. Malliaris) at the gallery’s Lincoln Park location.  
 
For this show, artist Alex Olson invited mathematician M. Malliaris to converse and 
reflect on the topics of surfaces, interiors, and interiority through painting and text 
respectively. 
 
Presenting seven new paintings, Olson continues her investigation of the legibility of a 
surface while concentrating on how a surface can act as a screen (both in the sense of 
projection and barrier) for an interior. These works take their cues from interior design 
and domestic spaces as well as surrealist strategies of accessing internal states, such 
as through automatic drawing. Enlisting blunt brushwork and thick impasto in contrast 
with more graphic exposures of marks and textures, Olson creates proposals for surface 
scenarios that undermine initial reads and encourage reconsideration.   
 
Malliaris responds to the paintings in seven reflective texts, all but one letterpressed and 
displayed throughout the apartment with the assistance of bookends, paperweights and 
fasteners. The texts include handwritten marginalia arising from an ongoing, periodic 
return to (and re-touching of) the printed words. In content and form, the texts are 
concerned with rhythm, repetition and the role of time in creating, exposing, and 
calibrating our response to surfaces. 
 
M. Malliaris is an assistant professor of mathematics at the University of Chicago. She 
works in model theory, an area of mathematical logic. Malliaris was awarded a 2010 
Godel research prize fellowship for work on ultrapowers, and recently, with S. Shelah, 
applied methods from model theory to solve the oldest problem on cardinal invariants of 
the continuum.  
 
Alex Olson lives and works in Los Angeles, CA. Recent exhibitions include a solo show 
Bravo Zebra at Laura Bartlett Gallery, London, as well as group exhibitions Murmurs: 
Recent Contemporary Acquisitions, curated by Rita Gonzalez, LACMA, Los Angeles, 
The Stand In (Or a Glass of Milk), curated by Alexandra Gaty and Lauren Mackler, 
Public Fiction, Los Angeles and Painter Painter, curated by Eric Crosby and 
Bartholomew Ryan, Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, MN. 
 


