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Johnson County’s hidden gem and 
its latest exhibit 
by Alex Pedersen 

Snuggled amongst the colony of buildings in the Johnson County 
Community College (located on the corner of College Blvd. And 
Quivira) lies one of the best kept secret housings of brilliant art in the 
state. A 41,000 sq. ft. complex houses some of the state's best 
contemporary modern art, enticing visitors like a mysterious firefly 
with its 60,000 white LED lights, and outdoor installation by Leo 
Villareal. 

Inside of the museum, the patron is gently presented art of a wild and 
original nature. The museum itself is designed beautifully by architect 
Kyu Sung Woo, with tall, magnificently authoritative ceilings and 
strategically-placed skylights. The exhibits themselves are constantly 
shifting, offering even the most frequent patron something new to 
feast upon. 

Currently, the Nerman is featuring an exhibit entitled, “Polychrome 
Fiction,” by artists Jackie Saccoccio and Joanne Greenbaum. 
Saccoccio and Greenbaum have distinctly different styles, but it isn't 
difficult to see why they would display their art together. Both use 
lovely wash techniques, bold line choices, unusual hues and saturation 
of colors, yet their art styles are so incredibly different that it's easy to 
see which artist did what. 

To give a bit of exposition, both artists are from New York City, and 
they have had their art exhibited everywhere from Switzerland to 
Maryland. Greenbaum is having one of her pieces grace the cover of 
BOMB magazine and Saccoccio is currently in residence at the 
American Academy in Rome. 

While both artists maintain a distinct style and voice throughout their 
works, there seems to be different artistic strategies taken in the two 
sets. In this writer's opinion, Saccoccio's works seem to symbolize an 
entity wholly different from the disembodied swatches of color on the 
canvas, her works seem to be lively, vibrant, yet stationary, entities 
while Greenbaum's pieces seem to be more reminiscent of the feeling 
of city life. 
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Saccoccio's washed-out colors seem to speak to some primal 
archetypes within the viewer, yet Greenbaum's chaotic, disjointed yet 
vaguely-connected works remind the viewer of seeing childlike chalk 
drawings on a city sidewalk, if those chalk drawings could be 
transformed into mixed-media, given the life they deserve, and put 
onto a canvas. 

All in all, “Polychrome Fiction” is a fascinating and emotionally 
powerful show that is worthy of the beautiful space that the Nerman 
Museum of Contemporary Arts has to offer.


